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ADENDA: Con fecha posterior a la finalizacién del presente articulo se nos ha comunicado la observacién de un
macho adulto de Podarcis muralis en junio de 2015 en el Poligono Industrial de O Ceao (Lugo) en la cuadricula

29TPH1566 (C. Gonzédlez, comunicacién personal).
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ResuMEN: 1arentola chazaliae es un endemismo de la costa atldntica norteafricana que raramente
se encuentra a mds de 25 km hacia el interior continental. En esta nota describimos un registro
de 7 chazaliae en la regién de Smara, 144 km alejado de la linea de costa. Este hallazgo repre-
senta la localidad mds continental conocida para la especie. La colonizacién hacia esta localidad

pudo estar favorecida por la presencia de la cuenca del rio Saguia el-Hamra.

Tarentola chazaliae (Moquard, 1895) is the
most morphologically distinct species of its
genus, due to the partially lack of toe and fin-
ger lamella, and the presence of a helmet-sha-
ped head and short tail (Moquard, 1895). This
distinctiveness lead Moquard to emplace the
species in the monospecific genus Geckonia
Moquard, 1895, which later was synonymized
with the genus Zarentola Gray, 1825, based on
phylogenetic analysis (Carranza ez al., 2002). A re-
cent molecular study places 7. chazaliae as a
sister taxa of the clade formed by 7. annularis
and 7. ephippiata (Rato et al., 2012).

It is an endemic element of the Atlan-
tic coast between Inezgane in Souss Valley

(Morocco) and Cap Blanc (Mauritania),
where it occurs in sandy soils as dunes and
hammada (Bons & Geniez, 1996; Willms et al.,
2013) and shows a strictly terrestrial beha-
vior. Nevertheless it climbs bushes when
threatened (the authors, unpublished data).
It occurs along the coastline, and rarely it
is found more than 25 km from the coast,
with one record at 50 km from the Atlan-
tic Ocean in Abatteh (Bons & Geniez, 1996).
However, it has been found as far as 115 km
from the coastline in the Saguia el-Hamra
(Geniez er al, 2000, 2004). The distribution
area of this species is characterized by an
oceanic climate (Schleich ez al., 1996).
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Figure 1: (a) Habitat where 7 chazaliae was found around Smara (coordinates: 26°49°38.53”N, 11°45’6.38”W)).

(b) Juvenile of 7" chazaliae from Smara population.

Figura 1: (a) Habitat donde fue encontrado 7. chazaliae en los alrededores de Smara (coordenadas: 26°49°38.53”N,

11°45°6.38”W). (b) Juvenil de 7. chazaliae de Smara.

In this note we report a notable record,
144 km inland, representing the most con-
tinental sighting of 7. chazaliae. During a
field expedition to the Western Sahara carried
out during July 2016 (on July 24" 2016), a
juvenile of 7. chazaliae was observed resting
under a plastic waste during day time (Figu-

Figure 2: Geographic distribution of 7. chazaliae, ba-
sed in Bons & Geniez (1996). Black dot represents the
Abatteh record; yellow dot represents the previous record
from Saguia El-Hamra; red star corresponds to the new
record from Smara region.

Figura 2: Distribucién geografica de 7. chazaliae, basada
en Bons & Geniez (1996). El punto negro representa la cita
de Abatteh; el punto amarillo representa el registro previo
de Saguia El-Hamra; la estrella roja corresponde al nuevo
registro en la regién de Smara.

re 1), around Smara (Sidi Ahmed Laaroussi;
coordinates: 26°49°38.53”N, 11°45°6.38”W/)
(Figure 2). This is a region of oceanic climate,
located near wadi Saguia el-Hamra, a drai-
nage basin that allows the establishment of
more abundant vegetation, and flows into the
Atlantic Ocean, close to Laayoune. The habi-
tat where 7. chazaliae was found is formed by
Acacia trees and shrubs on a sandy soil with
scattered stones (Figure 1a).

A similar distribution pattern is showed
by Acanthodactylus aureus, a lacertid with a
coastal distribution that reaches Smara su-
rroundings in its most continental popula-
tion (Bons & Geniez, 1996; Genicz er al., 2000).
It is likely that Smara region exhibits special
conditions that allow the presence of coastal
taxa in a more continental land. The coloni-
zation of this continental area by 7. chazaliae
was probably undertaken through the river
basin that provides more humid conditions
in comparison to the surrounding grounds.
However, the possibility of unintentional in-
troduction should not be rejected.
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El camaleén comin, Chamaeleo cha-
maeleon, es un reptil terméfilo propio de las
regiones meridionales y orientales de la cuen-
ca mediterrdnea, del cual se ha postulado su
carcter como especie introducida en la pe-
ninsula ibérica a partir de individuos prove-
nientes del drea magrebi (Paulo er 4/, 2002; Ma-
teo et al., 2011; Diaz-Paniagua & Mateo, 2015). Su
registro arqueo-paleontolégico mds antiguo
conocido en territorio ibérico estd localizado
en la fase final del Holoceno medio de Rincén
de la Victoria, en la comarca de la Axarquia
de Mélaga (Talavera & Sanchiz, 1983), una zona
donde precisamente se sitia uno de sus prin-
cipales nucleos actuales (Mellado er 4, 2001).
Actualmente C. chamaeleon se reparte dis-
continuamente por el litoral meridional de la

peninsula ibérica, con una distribucién cen-
trada bédsicamente en Andalucia y el Algarve
atldntico (Mellado et al., 2001; Cuadrado, 2002),
ademds de poblaciones aisladas y nticleos me-
nores de origen reciente que abarcan también
Murcia y el sur valenciano, en las comarcas
de la Vega Baja del Segura, Baix Vinalopé y
I’Alacanti (Rosillo-Parra, 2011; Diaz-Paniagua &
Mateo, 2015; BDB, 2016). La tinica cita hist4-
rica de camaleones en territorio valenciano
proviene del diccionario “7esoro de la lengua
castellana o espanola”, publicado en 1611,
donde se alude a la existencia de camaleones
“en Valécia en el huerto del Sesior Patriarca don
Tuan de Ribera” (De Covarrubias, 1611). Esta cita
no debe de relacionarse con su presencia en
estado salvaje, sino mds bien a la pertenencia
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